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THORNBURGH SWORN-IN AS PRESIDENT OF
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECRETARIES OF STATE

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas- Kansas Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh took the oath of office today
to become president of the National Association of Secretaries of State, which is meeting this week in Little
Rock, Arkansas.  Thornburgh will serve a one-year term as president of the organization and said election
reform will top this year’s agenda.

“As the nation’s chief elections officials, we have an obligation to make sure voters in Kansas have
confidence in elections just as much as voters in California and Maine,” stated Thornburgh.  “This is not just
an issue for states where voting systems went wrong in November 2000, this is an opportunity for all states to
improve the election process.”  “I look forward to a productive year with an aggressive agenda and the
opportunity to represent Kansas.”

At the afternoon swearing in ceremony, Thornburgh emphasized the organization’s continued support
of voter education programs for 18 to 24 year olds.  Another key issue, digital democracy, will focus on
providing on-line corporate filings, uniform commercial code searches, and election results and on-line cam-
paign finance reports.  The National Association of Secretaries of State will continue to provide focus on how
to provide digital government results, while also weighing security and privacy concerns.

The National Association of Secretaries of State, founded in 1904, is the oldest nonpartisan profes-
sional organization for state officials.  The National Association of Secretaries of State serves as a medium for
exchange of information and takes positions on important issues facing states.  Topics of common interest



among states include conducting elections, registering corporations, trademarks and trade names, publishing
state administrative codes and registers, and administering the uniform commercial code.  Membership in-
cludes all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and territories of Guam and US Virgin Islands.

###
Ron Thornburgh is the 29th Kansas Secretary of State.  He was first elected to his first four-year term

in 1994.  Ron is a native of Burlingame.  He graduated from Washburn University in 1985.  Ron, his wife
Annette and sons Grey and Tanner live in Topeka, where they are members of the First United Methodist
Church.


